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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OCON, ESCAP 

SUBJECT: ESCAP INTERGOVERNMENTAL EXPERT GROUP MEETING ON 
INTEGRATED RURAL DEVELOPMENT, TOKYO, FEB 1-7, 1977 

REF: STATE 296157 

1 . TOKYO IRD MEETING HAS CAUSED CONCERN AMONG SOME ESCAP 
MEMBERS OWING TO THE ABSENCE OF DOCUMENTATION AND APPARENT 
LACK OF COORDINATION BETWEEN AGENCIES INVOLVED. ACCORDINGLY, 
SECRETARIAT CALLED MEETING AFTERNOON OF 9 DECEMBER WITH PERM 
REPS TO INFORMALLY REVIEW PROGRESS. 

2. SECRETARIAT CONSIDERS SUBJECT MEETING HIGHLY IMPORTANT 
AS AN ESCAP ATTEMPT TO GIVE THE LEAD IN ACHIEVING A PROPERLY 
COORDINATED INTERAGENCY APPROACH IN THE RURAL DEVELOPMENT AREA. 
THEY TABLED THE TWO KEY SUBSTANTIVE ITEMS FOR THE TOKYO 
AGENDA, NAMELY A DRAFT PROGRAM OF WORK AND PRIORITIES, 

1978-79 AND, PROPOSALS FOR A REGIONAL PLAN OF ACTION. WE 
WERE INFORMED THAT LATTER PAPER HAS FULL INTERAGENCY COORDI- 
NATION. (BOTH DRAFT PAPERS BEING POUCHED TO CHAVEAS). 

3. SECRETARIAT ANTICIPATES PRINCIPAL AGENCIES CONCERNED 
WITH RURAL DEVELOPMENT WILL ATTEND INCLUDING IBRD AND ADB. 
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TO SUBMIT APPROPRIATE PAPERS. SECRETARIAT HOPES TO ELICIT 
REVIEW AND NATIONAL REACTIONS TO ITS WORK PROGRAM AT TOKYO 
MEETING. THEY WILL ALSO SEEK VIEWS AND PROGRAM SUPPORT FOR RU- 
RAL DEVELOPMENT 78-79 WORK PROGRAM FROM ALL PARTICIPANTS. 

4. ESCAP WAS NOT REPRESENTED AT THE PAST JAPAN/FAO MEETINGS 
WHICH WERE MAINLY ATTENDED BY SPECIFICALLY INVITED MINISTRY 
OF AGRICULTURE TECHNICAL OFFICIALS INVITED FROM CERTAIN 
COUNTRIES. THE TOKYO MEETING IS AN INTERAGENCY MEETING; THOSE 
WERE NOT. HOWEVER, RESULTS OF THOSE MEETINS MAY BE CONSI- 
DERED AT TOKYO DURING THE CONFERENCE. 

5. TOKYO MEETING INVOLVES A POLITICAL EVALUATION FROM THE 
STANDPOINT OF THE ROLE OF INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES AND HOW 
NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS WISH THOSE AGENCIES TO WORK TOGETHER. 
THE TECHNICAL QUESTION OF PROGRAM ACTIVITY IS SECONDARY. 

THE EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT WELL-BRIEFED SUBSTANTIVE AND 
POLICY LEVEL OFFICIALS FROM WASHINGTON AGENCIES BE INCLUDED 
IN THE DELEGATION. IF FURTHER INFO REQUIRED. CHAVEAS CAN 
REACH SKIFF IN TEHRAN 10-18 DECEMBER. 

6. COMMENT: CONCERN WAS EXPRESSED AT ABOVE MEETING OVER 
FAO'S WITHDRAWAL OF RESOURCE SUPPORT FROM ESCAP AND WHETHER 
FAO WOULD FULLY COOPERATE AT TOKYO MEETING. EQUAL CONCERN 
WAS GIVEN TO ESCAP'S INTERNAL WORK PROGRAM PAPER WHICH IN- 
CLUDED NO REFERENCE TO THE CURRENT WORK OF OTHER AGENCIES IN 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT FIELD. 
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